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Summary

This poster presents an autoethnographic case study exploring the ways in which high school students’
behaviors, values, and attitudes were transformed—intentionally and incidentally—through their
participation in a semester-long study abroad/service-learning program in Central America. The
program, The Traveling School (TTS), is for high school girls from across the United States.

Students’ behaviors, values, and attitudes were transformed through participating in this semester-long,
accredited high school study abroad program. TTS took 16 girls and four female teachers to Southern
Africa in the fall and South or Central America in the spring for approximately 15 weeks. This study
aimed to identify shared and implicit behaviors, values, and attitudes of TTS students and teachers as
they were established, maintained, and transformed.

Data were obtained through observations of students, teachers, and numerous persons from outside our
group with whom we engaged in a variety of settings—classes, meals, and activities. Periodically
throughout each day, I considered my own teaching practices and personal interactions with students
and other teachers in a reflective journal. My entries were guided by a set of questions, developed prior
to the start of the study. I also conducted 30 audiotaped, non-structured interviews with students and
teachers at various points throughout the semester. Additionally, I maintained copies of each student’s
weekly reflection papers, which prompted them to critically consider their own thoughts and beliefs.

There are numerous implications of this research, including future studies of the reaches and limitations



unwieldy consequences of transformative experiences; and approximating tipping points in order to
build increasing intentionality and deeper understanding of transformative curricular and pedagogical
practices.
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